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Tin- Uses of Church History, 
Church hirtory is one of the 
mortt useful suorces of religious 
knowledge ilmt can be taken up, 
and is very valuable when used 
with discretion and tor the pur- 
pose of unfolding truth or to 
strengthen correct knowledge 
that is already known. But it is 
deplorable to see how recklessly 
many writers try to make it sup- 
port opinions, when they know 
no more about it than an abece- 
darian does about the rationale 
of the doctrine of philosophical 
necessity. 

"Whatsoever things were writ- 
ten aforetime were written for 
our learning" ie a truth which 
does not ouly apply to the Scrip- 
tures, but to all other classes of 
literature. Church history is 
especially valuable for our learn- 
ing and it rashly coudems the 
, pretender who ie always proving 
things by it wben he knows 
nothing about it and very little 
about any other department of 
religious knowledge. 

Church history is a study ot 
wonderful proportions. It is not 
only a lii-tory ot the various doc- 
trines and their influence and the 
rise and tall ot the numerous 
socities, of creeds, councils and 
decrees, but in addition a com- 
plete history of the world and 
nations down to the present 
time. Since the prophetic vision 
appeared to Daniel atid he saw 
the stone that smote the image 
and filled the whole earth, the 
ology has been so intimately as- 
sociated with the powers of the 
world that the history of one is 
the history of the other ; and the 
lapse of ages has so multiplied 
the volumes of this history that 
the treasury is iuezhaustablo. 

Taking eharch history as we 
find it, it shows that we are 
passing around in the same 
circle people did in the past, with 
a change in names and a varia- 
tion in the music, and many who 
are so ready to call to aid a refer- 
ence to it would be tbe last to be 
guided by it in the least. It is 
like the beggar's wheel ot for- 
tune, you can find anything, 
almost, you want, if you go to- 
ward it by the right road. 

It would almost shot.:; some 
people to say that tens of thous- 
ands u. Christians have lived 
and dieti who never saw a page 
of tbe gospel we have. About 
the sum and substance of their 
scripture was a summary of faith 
or creed. Church history teach- 
es that the larger part of tbe 


■o-called Apostles' creed Is older 
than tbe New Testament as we 
now have it. 

Bishop and martyr Irenasue 
pats b creed in his writings, 
(lib. 1. c. 1. p. 44.) and calls it the 
unalterable canon or role of faith 
which every man received at his 
baptism. He was the pupil of 
Poly carp, consecrated bishop by 
the bloved Apostle John. Origin 
Cyprian, Tertullien and other 
private writers also have given 
fragments of the rule of faith. 

These being tacts, how about 
the New Testament aa a disci- 
pline of the church. It is all 
sufficient. When Ir en sens' unal- 
terable cannon was used. New 
Testaments were a very Bcare 
article. Parts of it were un- 
known to many of the churches, 
and on accout of the heavy ex- 
pense ot producing them, a 
church was fortunate to have a 
copy, much lees the members ; 
and to ask a convert to subscribe 
something he bad never seen 
and had t o access to, would not 
seem proper. 

Church history also supports 
the position taken, that those 
rules of iaith were not used to 
judge men by, and were there- 
fore uot creeds as those in- 
strument are now esteemed. 
They were a simple presentation 
of the Christian principles, a 
summary of the doctrine of 
Christ. The one that the early 
fathers speak about, compre- 
hended very little. Namely, God 
was the Father and Creator of all, 
that Jesus was bis Son, and a 
tew other statements. History 
shows that men did not allow it 
to remain the unalterable canon 
long. Men began to alter it, and 
the innovation was kept up until 
the simple Christian doctrine was 
covered with a pile of rubbish, 
many miles deep. 

Church History is valuable to 
show tbe places where satan will 
attack the church, and how 
earthly rulers will make it sub- 
servient to themselves; how men 
will distort it tor the purpose of 
self-aggrandizement. 

It is valuable ae a means to 
learn what has been in religion, 
under what condition existing, 
and the effect on men. But an 
objector will say you can prove 
any thing by it. This conclusion 
is very wrong. It is only so many 
witnesses, and he who jumps 
at a verdict when only one or 
two witnesses are heard is not 
worthy to hear testimony and 
render judgment. It ie the 
aggregate that must be taken, 
studied and understood, to get 
at the truth. 

It further shows that men have 
always been men, in the church 
and out. Men of similar pas- 
sions, powers and weakness, and 
in danger of falling into tempta- 
tions dangerous and destructive. 
That leaders have always been 
men, frail, faulty, and erring, 
and those ' who pretended the 
most knew the least. 

It proves that no man Is com- 
petent to be Master ot all the 
correct tl.eolugy O' GoU'a word, 
however able and protound. Tbe 
most able men who labored in 
the church were most astonish- 
ingly ignorant upon some sub- 
jects. 

It proves •■■»o that ou questions 
of Bible tw.iiiugs, the majority 
ia no more to be trusted, as being 
correct, than the minority.' Yea, 
it show* .i.at the majority was 
almost , ■• ays wrong, while God 
was on e aide of the minority. 
Many oiuts can be enumer- 


ated which would illustrate, bat 
these are sufficient to urge the 
study of this class of history. 

The thousands of examples ot 
Christian devotion found in 
church history is an inex 
haustable fountain of comfort 
and encouragement to support 
the soldier in bis conflicts upon 
the King's highway. 

The study of church history to 
gather information in the sup- 
port of dogmas, is an abuse of the 
same. 


vengenee 


Opinions on the Passover. 

We find that there is still a 
difference ot opinion about the 
Passover and Supper question. 
Then strange to say, we all 
think we are right and those who 
differ from us wrong — strange 
is it not ? Now let us keep cool 
about this thiug. 

There is one thing sure. Ac- 
cording to the theories ot some 
brethren, either the Synoptists 
or John mast be wrong. For it 
ie claimed that they contradict 
each other. Now we must be 
very careful how we contradict 
either. 

Here is my theory in a not 
shell. John positively te\l* us in 
four oi five places that the feast 
ot the Passover bad not been 
eaters* yet at and immediately 
after the crucifixion. This is a 
positive statement, which we do 
not find among the Synoptists. 
Now we dare not contradict 
John. And ,1 believe in taking 
hie statement as a fact, 
there is any bending and 
ing to be done, I would 
bend tbe statements ot the others 
to suit John, than to annul and 
flatly contradict John and try to 
make him out that his statements 
are false. The reconciling ot the 
statements of Matthew, Mark 
and Luke to suit John ia not 
very difficult. 

In the investigation ot this 
question, I find that the greatest 
number ot commentators and 
Bible scholars are on the side of 
John, aud claim that tbe Lord 
did not eat the Jewish Jasaover 
on the night of hie betrayal. 

When I used to argue that the 
Lord's Supper was not the Pass- 
over, some of the Brethren used 
to say that I was putting my- 
self against the wisdom of all 
Bible scholars, for they all said 
it was the Passover. But lo end 
behold, now 1 find that the great 
majority say positively it was 
not. 

E. Mason. 


dead. Ood sent swift 
upon them. 

Kecently a history waa throat 
oat of the public schools because 
it mildly told the facta about the 
sale of indulgences. 

The saloons and Catholics are 
one in Boston — they work to- 
gether to poison the minds of the 
people, and in trampling down 
the sanctifying laws ot the conn- 

Popery has not changed its 
character one whit— it is the 
same monster of corruption that 
it was in the dark ages, and full 
of the same rottenness. 

Neither is the sale of indulg- 
ences a defunct custom. Re- 
cently, for the earn of |20,000 
the Pope issued an indulgence 
to a prince, that he might marry 
his relative. 

Beware of Romanism. Ood 
has his foot upon the neck ot the 
Pope, yet he is able to kick about 
a good deal and be may hurt 
you. lie is working in politics. 
Look where you step it you go 
there, lest you many be found 
voting with the Catholics to 
destroy American Liberty, and 
hedge in yonr present broad re- 
ligious privileges. 


"Even repentance, is not indl 
Me. But more than all this : Indulg- 
ences save not tbe living aloo*»-they 
also save the dead, ■ Ye p rie sta, re no- 
bles, ye tradesmen, ye wives, ye maid- 1 
ens and ye young men, hearken to your 
departed parents and friends who cry 
to yon from tbe bottomless abyss: 
'■We are enduring horrible torment I a 
small alms would deliver us;-vou can 
give it, and you will not I "The vary 
moment that tbe money clinks against 
the bottom of tbe chest, the soul es- 
capes bom purgatory and dies free to 
heaven. O, senseless people and al- 
most like to beasts, who do not com- 
prehend the grace so richly offered . 
This day, heaven is on all aides open! 
Do yon now refuse to enter f This day 
you may redeem many souls. Dull 
and heedless man, with 10 grosohen 
(accents of our money) you can deliver 
yonr father from purgatory, and you 
are so ungrateful that you will not 
rescue him. 

''I protest that though you should 
have only one cost, you ought to stria/, I 
It off and sell it, to purchase this grace; | 
Our Lord God no longer deals with lis 
as Ood. (We know it.) He bss given 
all power to the Pope."— From The 
True Protestant. 


and if 
twist- 
sooner 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


Abrother requests us to say, when 
the wheat is gathered- In, when tbe fod- 
der is in tbe shock and tbe corn In tbe 
bin, when the frost Is ou tbe pumpkin, 
and tbe cellar and barn is full of some- 
thing, and the stock is In the market, 
and the fruit to town, your pockets full 
of dollars and the cold winds foretell 
the cold approaching winter, don't 
forget your poor preacher and his half- 
clsd wife and children. 


The Mother of Harlots. 

"The Mother ot Harlots'' ie 
the name that the Revelator 
John, gave to Popery or the eeat 
of the Latin or Roman Catholic 
church. Since the Reformation 
there haa been a constant scuffling 
tor the mastery in Europe, but 
in this country, Catholicism, as 
an element in civil affairs haa not 
been very prominent. But abe 
is now unveiling her hideous face 
and in places her power is being 
felt. 

Boston is now a battle ground 
between Christiana and the old 
Mother of Hanots. The city 
council is ruled by the ild evil 
and the saloons. H Davis, 
has been lying in jail i •■ early 
a year, for preaching tL gospel 
on Boston Commons, wh*. re beer 
concerts, dancing and all sorts of 
Sunday amusement was carried 
on. He was tried for violating 
an oridi nance and put into prison. 
Every official who stained his 
soul in the dirty work is now 


Eld. Brown bus a word to say about 
lbs Leedvs, This psyB all tbe debts 
we owe to correspondents, to draw on 
us, and brethren will please save them- 
selves the trouble of wilting unsavory 
things about one another. 

"Have you received tbe Holy Ghost' ' 

is a pertinent question that a writer 
askes tliis week, how many will come 
forward, and without any hesitation, 
answer, yes. 

One of the strange societies is the F. 
P. V.— young ladles who propose to 
persuade at lesst one young man each, 
to cast their first ballots for Flak, 

The Methodist Episcopal Conference 
of Northern Ohio, will meet in Ashland 
next week. 

Tbe Communion season is now com- 
ing on, and there will be the usual com- 
plaint that so few are attending tbe 
solemn service. A little change in the 
manner of holding them will secure a 
better attendance. Hold them in a 
less pompous manner and more private- 
ly, and tbe attendance will be more 
sat If actory . Considering the church ae 
a family, the communion Is a "do- 
mestic 1 ' or family observance, and the 
same surrounding should attend It that 
attend domestic concerns of a similar 
character. The scriptures do not for- 
bid that there shall be invited guests ; 
but the whole spirit of the gospel 1b 
against the public exhibition on euoh 
occasions. No wonder the shame laced 
and bumble brother and sister would 
rather remain away than engage In the 
service before a gapping, sneering, 
ridiculing gathering of toughs, mud- 
sills and bummers. Such a scene 1b not 
known lo all the records of the apostolic 
church, except when enemies broke In 
aud desecrated the church and took 
the worshipers prisoners. 


Here is a speech by Tetssel, the foe of 
Martin Luther. Bead this and then 
read Revelations : 

"Indulgences, says this bold enter- 
prising monk of uncommon impudence, 
"are tbe most precious and sublime of 
God's gifts. "Tula cross" (pointing to 
the red cross) has as much efficacy as 
the cross of Jesus Christ. Draw near, 
and I will give you letters, duly sealed, 
bv which even "UiesinB you shall here- 


The Leedys and Their Trouble. 
I am very glad that Isaac. 
Leedy published what he did in 
Etangsxibt of Sept. 5th, and I 
am willing to stand by the 
record. So far as relates to me, 
there is however, one lame place 
in his account He does not tell 
who ot oar brethren made the 
agreement with him on the lamb 
question. All I know about that 
I learned a long time after the 
so-called union was consummat- 
ed, and had I been aware of all,' 
there would not have been any 
cause afterwards for a divorce. 
I will onlg ask the question, and 
I address it to all the ministers 
in the Brethren church. Did 
any of you agree with Isaac 
Leedy that he and Ins tew ad- 
herents should have the right to 
hold love leasts with no other 
meat than lamb's flesh, whether 
a majority of the church were 
willing or not ? If yon did, you 
assumed a prerogative subversive i 
of the fundamental principle ot 
congregational government and j 
your action calls for an investi- 
gation as to constitutionality and 
your own orthodoxy. 

One more thing I wish to say. 
When I offered that resolution I 
in the Dayton convention, I did 
so with the belief that the report 
of the committee was true. That 
report says : "Bo far as we have | 
been able to learn, there ie no es- 
sential difference," etc. It after- 
wards turned up that there ia, 1 
and was, a materially essential I 
difference between as and the! 
Leedy s — very nearly tbe san>»jj 
difference that exists between! 
Jews and Christians, and np tol 
the time of which Isaac writes, | 
June 26, 1888, bad well-nigh de- 
stroyed the Ankenytown and] 
North Liberty churoh. They] 
have not been able to hold aj 
communion for years, and it had] 
become necessary to do eome-[ 
thing to* save the Brethren! 
churoh, and the best and only! 
thing that could be done waa| 
done. 

But somebody is responsibly 
for the untruthfulness of the 
port Who ie it? Did the com-; 
m ; ttee make a false report or did 
Is uc Leedy and his brethren 
an. oitly conceal the facts trot 
the committee T Again I 
I am glad that Isaaa Leedy 
placed me in as favorable a light! 
before the public as he did. 

P. J, Bbown. 
Congress, 0., Sept. 5th. 


after desire to 
forgiven you 


commit" shall be all 


I would not exchange my privileges 
for those of St. Feter in heaven, foi I 
have saved more souls with my n- 
dulgences than he, with his serm jus. 
There Is no sin so great that the in- 
dulgence cannot remit, and even if any 
one should ravish tbe boly virgin moth- 
er or God (which la doubtlest Impossi- 
ble,) let him pay, let htm only pay 
largely, and it shall be forgiven him. 


THE NATIONAL HAND-BOO! 
of AMERICAN PROGRESS. 
O. Haven, LL>. D., and others. Fa 
snd Figures from H82 to 1888, 

t orient, Biographical, Documentary! 
.Statistical, Financial and Political. ' 
Standard Reference Volume needed i 
every School, Home and Office. It 
contents are of permanent value, i 
indispensable to every American clt 
sen. 800 pages. Illustrated, Priest 
Agents wanted. E. B. Treat, J 
er, 771 Broadway, H. t, 
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